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CIRCULAR LETTER, | 
FROM THE 
BaPpTisT MINISTERS and MESSENGERS; © 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of Three equal Per- 
ſons in the Gopme ap; eternal and perſonal Election; the 
original Guilt and Depravity of Mankind; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification, by the imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of CRI; efficacious Grace in Regeneration: 
the Perſeverance of the Saints in Grace to Glory ; and 
proſeſſing the primitive Order and Diſciplineof Churches: 

Aſſembled at Northampton, June 1ſt and ad, 1773. 


To the ſeveral Churches of Cyr1sT whom they repre- 
ſent or have received Letters from, meeting at Not- 
tingham, and Sutton- Aſhfield in Nottinghamſhire 
Sheepſbead, Leicefler ; Sutton in the Elms, Armſby, and 

Foxton in Leiceſterſhire; Oakham in Rutlandſhire; 
Ketering, MWalgrave, Northampton, and Road in North- 
hamptonſhire; Oulney in Bucks; Carleton in Bed- 
fordſhire, and St Albans in Hertfordſhire: 


Grace be unto you, and Peace from Gos our Father, 
and the Lorp Jesus CunisT, 


Brroved BRETHREN; | | 


E freely, and, we truſt, with Thankfulneſs, ac- 
knowledgethe Goodneſs of God towards us, ſhewn 
in protecting, preſerving, and bringing us in Safety to the 
Place, and at the Time, appointed for our aſſembling to- 
gether this Year, and rendering our Meeting pleaſant and 
profitable, and cauſing Love and Unity to abound amongſt 
us, 
Brix met together, after ſolemn Prayer to Gop for” 
Dire&ion and Aſſiſtance, we attended to the Circumſtances 
of che ſeveral Churches in this Aſſociation, as mentioned | 
* in * 
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in their Letters, and endeavourcd to ſpread their Caſes 
before the Lon b. It appears, by their Accounts, that in 
the Year paſt, the Lox v has bleſſed the Miniſtry of the 
Word amongſt them; afforded his Preſence with them in 
attending upon his Ordinances; and enabled Some openly 
to profeſs his Name and enter into Fellowſhip with them. 
And though there are ſome Things complained of by them 
of a diſcouraging Nature, yet, upon the whole, there is 
great Cauſe for Thankfulneſs. And now, Brethren, we 
unitedly and moft fincerely wiſh to be inſtrumental in pro- 

moting your Edification and Comfort; in order to which 
ve would further proceed, in attempting to explain and 
improve Goſpel- Truths amongſt you ; and would obſerve, 
that the pure and precious Doctrines of the everlaſting 
Gofpel, are wiſely formed and graciouſly given, to ſet forth 
the Glory of Gop, Faru, Sox, and Hory Gyosrt; as 
the one eternal, and immutable Tenovar, and the Riches 
of Frce, Sovereign, and etcrnal Grace, which ſhine, with 
peculiar Luftre, in the complete and eternal Salvation of a 
Number of poor, loſt, periſhing Sinners. They are ſuited 
to encourage the Hope, revive the drooping Spirits, com- 
fort the Hearts, and ſtrengthen the Minds of the Contrite, 
Weary, and Heavy-taden, and ferve to promote real Hol:- 
nels in Heart and Life. Notwithſtanding which, it is evi- 
dent to every diligent Obſerver, that Ignorance of their 
real Worth and Value very much abounds in this Pay; and 
that there is an awful Declenſion amongſt the Proſeſſors of 
them, with reſpect to that Love, Zeal, 4 Holineſs, which 
are the genuine Fruits of a powerſul and experimental Ac- 
quaintance with them. Wherefore, Brethren, as we have 
Opportunity, we judge it our indiſpenſible Duty to put you 
in mind of theſe Things, though ye know them, and are 
eſtabliſhed i in the preſent Truth; and to exhort you to ſtand 
faſt in one Spirit, with one Mind, ſtriving together ſor 
the Faith once delivercd to the Saints. And, in order to 
encourage and animate you to it, we would endeavour to 
explain, and ſhew the Importance of thoſe fundamental 
Doctrines which in our Letter we profeſs to holt and main- 
tain; ſome of which we have already attempted to improve 
in our former Epiſtles, T ieh now comes under Con- 


ſideration, 
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ſicdle ration, is, the great and glorions Doctrine of rRNA 
Jus ririeariox, by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, A 
Doctrine this, of the utmoſt Importance. It eminently 
diſplays the Glory of infinite Wiſdom, the Riches of 
eternal Goodnels, and the wonderful Condeſcenſion of the 
Son of Gon. It holds forth Relief to ſenſible Sinners, and 
points out to Believers their Title to. the heavenly Inheri- 
tance, The Limits of our Letter will not admit of a full 
Diſcuſſion of this Truth in its ſeveral Branches: We ſhall 
therctore, Brethren, only lay before you a few Things re- 
ſpecting it, which we wiſh you to keep in Mind, and fre- 
quently meditate upon. And may the Spirit of Truth guide 
your Thoughts, increaſe your Faith, and lead you to that 
Joy which ſprings from the Bleſſing edttained] in it, 

We would have you, Brethren, conſider, what that 
Juſtification is, which we are ſpeaking of: It is the Juſti- 
fication of the Perſons of ungodly Men, before an infinitely - 
pure and holy Gov, which is defined, by that excellent 
Divine the late Dr Gil, as © An Act of Gop's free Grace, 
& whereby he clears his People from Sin, diſcharges them 
© from Condemnation, and reckons, and accounts them 
** Righteous, for the Sake of CRISr's Righteouſneſs, which 
he has accepted of, and imputes to them.” Agrecable to 
which Paul, in his Writingson this Subject, boldly aſſerts, 
It is God that juftifieth (Rom. viii. 33.) and that freely by his 
Grace, through te Redemption that ts in Jeſus Chrift ; Rom. iii. 
2:4. That thoſe whom he juſtifies are in themſelves ungodly, 
Rom. iv. 3. tliat he imputes a Righteouſneſs to them, Rom: 
iv. 6. that they are thereby freed from every Charge, and 
all Condemnation, are made Righteous, and Heirs accord- 
ing to the Hope of cternal Life, Rom. v. 18, 19. viii. 1,33. 
Tit. iii. 7. The free, ſovereign, , eternal, and everlaſting 
Love of Gov, appears in this wonderful Affair, with amaz- 
ing Glory. Its Greatneſs and glorious Riches are unſcarch- 
able, The Views which Believers ſometimes have by Faith 
of it now, yield them unſpeakable Delight and Satisfaction. 
Iſwiah Ixi. 10. And Oh! what inconceivable Joy will 
eternally fill their Minds, in the bright World of Glory 
Above, when they fhall behold the Face of Gop in Righte- 
ouſneſs! 
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Wr recommend it to you, Brethren, to think much upon 
that Righteouſneſs for the Sake of which Goo juſtifies his 
People, which is no other, than the Righteouſneſs of our 
divine and all-glorious Redeemer: not his eſſential Righte. 
ouſneſs, as God, which is incommunicable; but that which, as 
the Surety of his People, intheir Room and Stead, he, wrought 
out and brought in forthem, which conſiſts in his fulfiling the 
Law in all its Requirements. Thetruly pious and learned Mr 
Hervey ſays; By CuRISr's Righteouſneſs, I underſtand, the 
* whole of his aftive and paſſive Obedience, ſpringing from 
the Holineſs of his Heart, continued throughthe whole Pro- 
« preſsof his Life, andextendingto the laſt Pang of his Death.” 
Agreeable to which we read, of being juftifed by his Blood, 
of being made Righteous by his Obedience ; and of his being the 
End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth, Rom. 
v. 9, 19. x. 4. The Properties of this Righteouſneſs are ſuch, 
as render it worthy of our Acceptance, and ſuitable for our 
Juſtification before Gon. Tt has unparalelled Excellence 
and infinite Worth, ariſing from the Dignity and Glory of 
its Author, who is Gop maniſeſt in the Fleſh: hence it is 
called, the Righteouſneſs of Gop. It is infinitely Pure and 
Holy, perfectly free from any Spot or Stain of Sin. It is 
large and full, complete and perfe&, anſwerable to all the 
Demands of Law and Juſtice, It is every way rich and 
glorious, and matchleſs, elevates, adorns, and ennobles all 
that are clothed with it, It is an everlaſting Righteouſneſs; 
for its Efficacy, Dignity, and Glory, will remain for ever. 
It is acceptable and well-pleaſing to Gop. By it the Law 
is magnified and made honourable. It is the one and only 
Righteouſneſs, by which any of Adam's Race can be juſti- 
fied in the Sight of Gop. Some perhaps may object: 
Doth not the Scripture ſay, that Men are jufz#ed by Works, 
and not by Faith only? True, it doth, James ii. 24. but then, 
it is not to be underſtood of their Perſons before Gop, but 
of the Truth and Reality of their Faith, and the Sincerity 
of their Profeſſion before Men, which is by Works, which 
are the genuine Fruits of Faith, and which every Believer 
ſhould be careſul to maintain, But the only Righteouſneſs, 
by which they are juſtified before God, is the Righteoul- 
neſs of Cux1sT; in compariſon with which their own Obe- 
dience is no better than filthy Rags, Iſaiah Ixiv, 6. And as 
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Drofs and Dung, Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. And therefore inſufficiertto 
anſwer the Requirements of the Law, which ſpeaks to every 
one who is under it; ſo that every Mouth rut be flopt, and the 
whole World become guilty before Cod. Wherefore, by the Deeds 
of the Law no Fleſh living ſhall be juſtified, Rom iii. 19, 20. 
But now the Righteouſneſs of God, without the Law, is 
manifeſted, even the Righteouſneſs of God, which is by 
Faith of Jesus Cur1srT, unto all and upon all that believe, 
for there is no diſſerence. This is that Righteouſneſs for 
the Sake of which Goo juſtifies his People; he imputes it 
unto them, and accepts of it for them, on the Ground of 
their Union with Cus1srt; in whom they have Righteouſ- 
neſs and Strength; in whom they are juſtified, and ſhall 
glory; and by whom they are juſtified from all Things, from 
which they could not be juſtified by the Law of Mofes, 
Iſaiah xlv. 24. As xiii. 39. This is the only Rightesul- 
nels, which a Behever deſires to make mention of before 
Goo, and to be found in, in Life, in Death, and at Judgment. 
Wr further recommend to your Conlideration, Brethren, 
the Manner in which this glorious Bleſſing is enjoyed: It 
is by that Faith which is the Gift of God. Hence, they, 
who are ſaid in Scripture to be Partakers of it, are deſcribed 
as Believers in Cux15sr, and ſaid to be juſtified by Faith. 
Without true Faith no Man can know that he is juſtified, 
he cannot ſee the Glory of Cux1sr's Righteouſneſs, the Be- 
neſits ſpringing from it, the Grace of Goo diſplayed in it, 
nor enjoy the Comfort of it, They who do are ſuch whoſe 
Underſtandings are enlightened by the Spirit of God, to ſee 
their loſt, periſhing Condition, as guilty, condemned 
Creatures; being utterly unable to fulfil the Law, which 
they have broken, or ſatisfy the Demands of it; being in 
themſelves poor, and miſcrable, þlind, and naked. Sen- 
ſible of this their ſorrow ful Caſe they hunger and thirſt aſter 
a juſtiſying Righteouſneſs, to ſkreen them from deferved 
Wrath, and to give them a Title to Life. Now the Spirit 
of Gop brings near this beſt Robe, and puts it upon them, 
and enables them to look to, lay hold of, receive, truſt in, 
and enjoy the Comfort of it. | 
Taz Doctrine of free Juſtification by the imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of CR Is T, has a ſwect and powerful Influence 
upon the Minds of them to whom it comes, not in Word 
os : only 
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only, but in Power, in the Hor Gnosr, and in much 
Aſſurance; who receive it in the Love of it. They have, 
more or leſs, Peace with Gov; that Peace which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding, which the World can neither give nor 
take away, Thus in the lively Views of this glorious 
Truth, the Believer is filled with Lave, Admiration and 
Traiſe. This does not deſtroy Duty, nor render it unneceſ- 
fary, nor make void the Law as a Rule of Walk and Con- 
verſation, Rom. iii. 31. But on the Contrary, Faith's 
Views of the Redeemer's Righteouſneſs greatly enlarge the 
Heart in Duty, enable the Believer to run in the Ways of 
Gon's Commandments with holy Pleaſure and Delight, 
give Freedom of Acceſs to Gop, and a becoming Boldneſs 
to plead with him at the Throne of his Grace, A Sight of 
the Saviour's Obedience affords the nobleſt Support under 
Deſertion, Temptation, and Affliction. If a poor Believer 
can but diſcover his Los »y's Righteouſneſs, and by Faith 
lay hold upon it; he finds a Stay to his Soul, on which he 
can ſafely reſt. In the Views of his approaching Diſſolu- 
tion, and of an opening Eternity, when he is about to 
leave all his earthly Comforts, and to appear before a juſt 
and holy Gov; if the Believer can then have a View by 
Faith of the Redecmer's Righteouſneſs, and feel this Truth 
warm upon his Heart, he Can then ſing; O Death! where is 
thy fling? O Grave! where is thy Victory? Thanks be to God 
who grugtht us the Viclory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! This is 
the Ground of his Plea, the Support of his Hope, and the 
Spring of his Conſolation; and, therefore, he dclircs to 

make mention of it, Pſal. Ixxi. 16. if 
FurTrgr, Brethren, we would have you conſider the 


Connection which this glorious Truth has with other Doc- 


trines of the Goſpel. The whole Scheme of the Goſpel is 
cloſely connected together, like ſo many Links in a Chain, 


— 


of which this is a conſiderable Part, Rom. viii. 39. and if 


this be taken away, the golden Chain of Goſpel-Truths is 
broken, and muſt run into Confuſion, For as the learned 
af oblerves, “The Doctrine of Juſtification diffuſeth 


& itſelf through the whole Body of Divinity; and if the 


Foundation here is well laid, the whole Building will be 
6 more ſolid and grand. Whereas, a bad F oundation, 
5 th tens a dreadful, Ruin.“ And molt true it is, that 


the octrines of Election, Redemption, eflectual Calling, 


Sanctihcatien 
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Sanctiſication, and Perſeverance, would not be ſufficient to 
{upport the Hope of a poor, guilty, law-condemned Sinner, 
without the Doftrine of free Juſtification by the imputed 

Righteouſneſs of Curisr. Mr Hervey obſerves, © Con- 
* cerning the Imputation of our Sins to Cur1srT, and the 
© Imputation of Cun1sT's Righteouſneſs to us, on theſe two 
* Dottrines hang all the Privileges, and the whole Glory 
* of the Goſpel.” Certain it is, that only righteous Per- 
ſons will enter into the Enjoyment of eternal Life. None 
will be accounted and declared ſuch by the ſovereign 
Judge, but they who are made ſo by the Rightcouſneſs of 
CnalsT imputed, to them. And they who are made 
Righteous, by the Imputation of CurisT's Righteouſneſs, 
are the Choſen of Goo, the Redeemed of the Laun; who 
are called in Time, with an holy Calling, and made meet 
to be Partakers of the heavenly Inheritance. Theſe enjoy 
the Earneſt of it here, and will be put into the full Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, when they have finiſhed their Courle, run their 
Race, completed their Warfare, and put off thefe carthly 
Tzbernactes. They will then enjoy all the Benefits of the 
Redeemer's Righteouſnels, and ſweetly ſing of that Grace, 
which is diſplayed in their Juſtification by it. Seeing then, 
Brethren, that this Doctrine is of ſuch Importance, be 
careful that you hold it faſt, and in its Purity, with all other 
Fruths in the Bible. Think much upon the Grace and 
Wiſdom of God, which ſhine forth gloriouſly in it, and 
calls for our unfeigned Love, warmeſt Zeal, and conſtant 
Obedience. Be carcful, Rrethren, that you do not give 
Occaſion to the Enemies of this Truth to ſpeak Evil of it. 
Let your Converſation be as becomes the Goſpel in 
general, and this Truth in particular. We conclude, 
wifhing you an Increaſe of Grace, {ſpiritual Knowledge, 
and Underſtanding, in the Things of Gop; that ye may 
approve Things that are Excellent, that ye may be Sinegre 
and without Offence, till the Day of Cukisr; being filled 
with the Fruits of Righteoufneſs, which are by Jesus 
CuRasr, unto the Glory and Praiſe of Cop. 


Signed on behalf of the BazraaEx, by 


JOIN GILL, MoptRarTos. 


B R E V 1 AT E 3 


June 1. In the Evening we met for Prayer and Reading 
the Letters from the Churches. Next Morning we met 
at Six o'Clock for Prayer andother Buſineſs, The ſame Day, 
the public Meeting began about Ten o'Clock ; Brother 
Evans preached from 2 Cor. i. 24. Not for that we have Domi- 
nion over your Faith, but are Helpers of your Foy; for by Faith ye 
fand e And Brother Hall ſrom, Heb. xi, 1. Now Faith is 
the Subſtance of Things hoped for, the Evidence of Things not ſcen. 
In the Evening, Brother Martin preached from 1 John i. 7. 
And the Blood of Fefus Chriſt, has Son, cleanſeth us from all Sin. 
Next Morning we met at Six Clock, for Prayer and com- 
municating, as Miniſters, our Experiences to each other ; 
which we find very uſeful, The ſame Day, at Ten o'Clock, 
we met again to hear the General Letter, and other Buſi- 
neſs. Agreed to obſerve Wedneſday the 13th of October, as a 
Day of Humiliation, Faſting, and Prayer; and hope that 
as many Churches as it will ſuit, will unite with us in it, 
Agreed to hold the next Aſſociation at Carleton in Bedford- 
fhare, on Wedneſday the 8th of June 1774. Miniſters and 
Meſſengers to meet the Evening before, Miniſters to 
preach, Mr Ryland and Mr Hall; in Caſe of Failure Mr 
Moreton and Mr Martin. 


Added to the Churches ; Note, Two of theſe were Per- 


ſons reſtored; one received 
of this Aſſociation, 76 by Diſmiſſion 


Dead, Six diſmiſſed, Ten 


Diminiſhed, — Note, Nineteen of theſe are 
SET 


— — 


